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I would like to commend the work that has gone into the health plan thus far for a single Health 

System.  I believe that the great majority of people are fed up with the parochialism between south 

and north as well as that between the Mersey and the NWRH.  It is time we grew up and accepted 

that we cannot have it all services within a 5 minute drive of our homes.  I believe the rationalisation 

and centres of excellence for day/elective surgery is fantastic.  It should not be forgotten that 

Burnie, Launceston and Hobart patients will be required to travel as well, as patients from the 

Mersey area. 

If one expects services to be close to home then those people need to relocate to the CBD of a major 

city.  We on the North West coast are very fortunate to have the ocean to our north and the farming 

hinterland to our east and south as well as the mountains. 

I do believe there is still an enormous amount of work to be achieved around provision of transport 

services (not just PTAS) as many people do not own a car or have a drivers licence, or are too elderly 

to drive.  Added to this the accommodation for day surgery patients travelling from afar will need to 

be addressed - as both the patient and the support person/escort will require this when undergoing 

day surgery.   

Public transport to the NWRH from west to the hospital is ridiculous as someone living in the Cooee 

vicinity cannot catch a bus directly up the hill to the hospital.  There is no bus that travels directly 

from the west, i.e. Somerset/Wynyard/Cooee to the hospital. Instead you need to travel further east 

past the hospital into the Burnie city centre and then catch another bus to travel to the hospital, and 

this is often involves a very circuitous route to get there. 

I agree very much with the Mayor of Circular Head with regards to maternity services.   We do need 

to consider those patients who live in the far north west and places like Strahan and Marrawah, who 

would be further away than the average from medical assistance. 

I was pleased to hear that come July 1 it is only the beginning of the rollout and that health decisions 

will be based on safety of the patient journey 

I have an issue with pondering on why we don’t attract so many Doctors to the north west coast and 

part of that is I understand there  is the volume of patients required in order to sustain a specialist 

service, but I also believe that the Federal Govt allocate $ to the State in order to attract expertise to 

rural and remote areas, but unfortunately I believe the whole of Tasmania is classified by the Federal 

Govt regulations as being rural and remote, so if you were a specialist surgeon would you not choose 

to live in a major city centre, rather than a regional area? 

Once again I congratulate those who have developed this one health system thus far and look 

forward to the further refinements and rollout to come.  

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

Colleen Osborne  

P O Box 332 

Somerset 7322  


