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Central Highlands Accessible Units 

 

Minister Lara Giddings recently turned the 
first sod on a $1.2 million project to build four 
new accessible units for the frail and aged in 
the Central Highlands. 

Minister Giddings, pictured above with Jack Bricknell, 
Ouse Country Club President; Sandy Carmichael, 
Central Highlands Community Health Centre 
Manager; and Central Highlands Mayor, Deidre Flint 
braved the cold and wet to start the building works. 

Set in a village style environment, in close proximity 
to three Council units and the Community Health 
Centre, the units will provide accommodation in 
Ouse for aged and persons with a disability. 

The units will be open plan style, with wide 
open spaces to comfortably accommodate 
persons with wheelchairs, walking frames or 
other mobility issues. 

The occupants can live independently, but also will 
have close access to the Highlander Day Centre, a 
General Practitioner, community transport, personal 
and home-help care through the Community 
Nurses, and may be eligible for cleaning and laundry 
assistance and Meals on Wheels. 

A Community Garden is being planned for some of 
the surrounding grounds, with fresh fruit and 
vegetables grown on site. 

The units will be completed in early 2010.THP 

Clarence Development Progresses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Capital Works will meet to consider the 
Clarence Integrated Care Centre/ GP Super 
Clinic facility proposal on 24 September 2009. 

In the meantime, new models of care for the Centre 
are being developed, focusing on diabetes, muscular 
skeletal/pain management, cardio-respiratory 
services, women’s and children’s services.  

Work is also underway to oversee the establishment 
of the General Practice Super Clinic as a separate 
legal entity.THP 

Community Forums Commence 

 

The regional, twice-yearly, Tasmania’s Health 
Plan Community Forums are about to start. 

September Forum speakers include Area Health 
Service CEOs, Deputy Secretary Care Reform Alice 
Burchill, and North West Consumer Representative 
Kate Beer. All presentations and questions arising 
will be available to the public in the Community 
Forums Report, out in October.THP  
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Bruny Island CHC 

  

Even wet weather can’t 
keep Bruny Islanders down.  

Plenty of progress is being made 
on the new Community Health 
Centre building. Works which 
have been completed include: 

• the full footings and sub base; 
• all timber flooring; 
• the majority of the timber 
wall frames are installed; 

• roofing has begun and is 
nearly complete on the main 
Centre; 

• the structural steel frame for 
the Activity centre is 
installed and is ready for the 
roof frames; and 

• the car parking site works 
sub base has been 
installed.THP 

 

New Progress Report 

The September Quarterly 
Tasmania’s Health Plan 
Progress Report is out now. 

For an up-to-date summary of 
all projects go to: 

http://www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/futur
e_health/tasmanias_health_plan/
what_has_happened_so_far .THP  

 

 

Palliative Care 
Network Begins 

 

Professor Michael Ashby, 
the Palliative Care Clinical 
Network Leader. 

Professor Michael Ashby, 
Director of Palliative Care, and 
Palliative Care Clinical Network 
Leader recently gave a 
presentation at the Rural 
Clinical School, North West 
Tasmania.  

Professor Ashby spoke on the 
work of the recently established 
Palliative Care Clinical 
Network, the history of 
palliative care and ethical 
challenges people face at the 
end of life.  

A question and answer session 
followed, with a panel hosted 
by Prof Ashby and local 
members of the Palliative Care 
Clinical Network, Dr. Keith 
McArthur (general practitioner) 
and Viki Elphinstone (Clinical 
Nurse Coordinator - Palliative 
Care Service).  

There has been a high level of 
community interest and support 
for the establishment of a 
Palliative Care Clinical Network 
in Tasmania.THP 

Partners in Health 

 

Meet Susan Rasmussen, the new 
Partners in Health 
(UTAS/DHHS) project officer.  

Susan has been a registered Nurse 
for over 30 years. She has worked in 
a variety of clinical situations ranging 
from acute surgical and medical to 
rural health aged care and palliative 
care. Most recently Susan has been 
working within Primary Health as 
Graduate Nurse Coordinator, Nurse 
Educator and Quality Improvement 
Nurse. 

Contact Susan on 6233 7853 or 
susan.rasmussen@dhhs.tas.gov.au  

Awards to THP Team 

 

Tasmania’s Health Plan has been 
recognised with two project 
management awards. 

The Australian Institute of Project 
Management awarded the team with 
the Tasmanian project of the year 
award and the award for change 
management.  

Our project will now go on to 
represent Tasmania in the national 
competition held mid-October.THP 

Tasmania’s Health Plan 

To find out more: 
visit www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/thp 
email future.health@dhhs.tas.gov.au 
call 6233 3964  


